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TJhe EARLY SPANISH-CALIFORNIA 
VAQUERO WAS AN EXPERT HORSE- 
MAN. HE WAS ALWAYS WELL MOUNTED 
AND WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN THEPEVEL- 
OPMENTOFTHE PALOMINO.OR 
SOLD-COLOREP HORSE,WiTH A 
WHITE MANE AND TAIL. 
HE TOOK GREAT PRIDE IN 
HIS EQUIPMENT, WHICH WAS 
FLASHY AND FANCY. HIS 
SADDLE WAS BUILT ON THE 
MEXICAN TREE WITH A LARGE 
FLAT HORN AND THE SKIRTS, 
ROSADEROS.ANP EXTRA LONG 
TAPADEROS WERE EITHER 
CARVEP LEATHER, STITCHED 
IN ORNATE RESIGNS WITH 
GOLD OR SILVER THREAD, OR 
MOUNTED WITH STERLING 
SILVER ORNAMENTS OR 




CONCHAS. THE CALIFORNIO WENT IN FOR 
FANCY CLOTH 1N&.TOO. HIS SMALL HAT 
HAD A FLAT CROWN AND STRAIG-HT 
BRIM. HIS SHORT JACKET AND MATCH- 
INS- PANTS WERE USUALLY MADE 
OF VELVET AND WERE_RICHLY 
TRIMMED WITH GOLD OR 
SILVER BRAID. HE CARRIED 
A BRIGHT SERAPE TIED TO 
HIS SADDLE. HIS SPURS WERE 
SILVER-MOUNTED AND HAD 
LARGE ROWELS. HIS BRIDLE 
WAS MADE OF BRAIDED 
RAWHIDE WITH A QUlRTOR 
ROMAL" ATTACHED TO THE 
REINS. THE u CAUFORNIO" WAS 
AN EXPERT WITH THE REATA, 
WHICH WAS BRAIDED OF SIX 
OR EIGHT STRANDS OF f?AW- 
HIPE AND SIXTY FEET LONG; 
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THAT H0M6RE 1 v 
TANGLIN' YV 
SMlTZ ! WORKS FOR 
THAT COYOTE MONTY 
KEMP, THE MAIL 
CARRIER' 




HANGED IF I'LL LET ANY 
HOMBRE CUT ME OFF 
FROM EASY MONEY! 




I'M COIN' TO CIRCLE 
AROUND AN' TAKE A 
LOOKSEE UP THAT 
HILL' TOU TAKE 
CARE OF PRiTCHARD 




BUT CISCO IS TOO LATE 





/SH [ COULD NOT 
CLOSE ENOUGH 
HEARf BUT WE 
NOT LEAVE THE SLED 
OR DOGS UNGUARDED- 
. FOR EVEN A MOMENT 1 



OT GET \ 

HTO \ 

EWILL \ 

LED | 

)ED- I 

ENTy 



/~R1GHT' I'M \ [ 

gettin' two \ 
more dogs \ '; 



MORE DOGS 
TOMORROWr 
THEN I'LL 
WORK 'EM ALL 
OUT— HITCHED 
TO A WAGON 
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f *>EE* TMIS IB c 0* the 

KATS* PftNCHO WILL BU*> 

' DEE" SO THE OOCS NOT 

EVEN SMELL 




/THEY'RE comin 

HURRY' GET THIS 
V AVALAMCHE COIN 











/lex r -are rou 

\^ ALL RIGHT?^ 


*) Vr-YEAHr GO AFT 
/ ^..THAT PAIRr 
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BUT AS CISCO TAKES OFF 






r\ BRAVO, pancho; that 
WAS USING YOUR MEADV Mtty 



CATCHING CISCO OFF GUARD, MONTY ACTS / SANTO* MY GUN 

I BARREL IS PACKED 1 
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FULL OF SNOW 




IN 

TWO-WAY 

FRAME-UP 





tGUANC TOSSED ME A LIKE ABOUT SOME EASTERN 

HOMBRE BUiLDtN'THE PLACE tirin'OFIT 

-—AN' COIN' BACK to the CITY'" 



W I TOOK IT OFF HIS HANDS, \ 
.[MISTER JONES' AND I'M LET' 
1 TIN6 YOU HAVE IT FOR JUST 
1 WHAT IT COST ME' ITS A J 
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I GOT F1GHTIN' MAD WHEN I FOUND OUT THE 
LAND'S NOTHIN' BUT ROCKS WITH ATHIN 
LATER 0' TOPSOIL' AN' [ CALLED CRANE 

on rrr he sneereo? so i swung on him? 



-WHEN ! 'MISSED, HE PICKED ME UP 
AN'TOSSED MEOUTf 





/SANTO' PANCHO HAS NEVER 
/ HAD THREE THOUSAND 
CENTRA-- ALL AT 'HE 
SAME TIME' BUT IF YOL 
WOULD TAKE &EANS-- 
l AH'THATWOULOBE 
\ ANOTHER COLOR OF A 
V HORSE 




I COULD KICK MYSELI 
FOB NOTCHECKIN'THE 
SOIL* BUT | COTTONED 
TO THE HOUSF-- 
THE LOCATION-- 




/RELAX, BABYr THE OLD 
/GALOOT WILL BE GLAD 
I SELLTHAT LEMON BACK 

TO ME FOR NEXT TO 
I NOTHING IN A DAY OR 
V SOf THEN WE WAIT FOR 

\ANOTMER SUCKER 




I I HAVE GOOD REASON TO BELIEVE \ 
f THERE MIGHT 6E RICH MINERAL \ 

DEPOSITS IN THIS VICIN ITY' SHOULO 
| [ LOCATE ANY, I WOULD LIKE TO ) 

HAVE YOU HANDLE THE PURCHASE 
I OFTHE LAND' ON THE QUIET, 
k NATURA 




TEN MINUTES LATER 




WHEN CISCO LEARNS OF CRANE'S PLAN 



SAN TO f YOU HAVE 
GOTTEN US INTO A 
FINE MESS, PANCHO 
I DID NOT MEAN FOR 
YOU TO GO THAT FAR 





CISCO SNAKES BACK WITH HIS FOOT- 



ANO QUICKLY TAKES CONTROL. 
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TAKING ADVANTAGE OF CSANE'S DlSTftACTiON, f*AflCH0 LEAPS FOR CRANE BUT 




FAS .' t .1. CtADt.0' *»t MUST 
BEaT him TO THE HEAVY ^ 
iNOCB BRUSH' 




CISCO'S FURIOUS LUNGE SWEEPS CRANE 

J 



OUT OF THE SADDLE 




